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SAFETY CHECKLIST WHEN USING YOUR LAWNMOWER

Honda lawnmowers are designed to give safe, dependable service. In line with
Honda’s commitment to developing products of the highest quality, reliability and
safety, the mowers also have incorporated the same level of stringent measures and
investment through the R&D.

In the mower, a quickly spinning rotary mower blade does two jobs — the leading
(sharp) edge cuts the grass, while the trailing (upturned) edge creates the lift to
control the grass clippings. That same blade can cut you, break bones, or even
amputate fingers and toes if you put your hands or feet under the mower deck, or in
the discharge opening.

To help prevent this, the Honda HRU 216M1 mower uses a blade control lever which
must be held to operate the mower. Honda Rotostop Blade Brake Technology known
as Blade Brake Clutch stops the blade rotation within 3 seconds of releasing the
handle, while the engine continues to run. This significantly reduces the risk of injury
to the operator and the passers-by when emptying the grass bag.

This is a very important feature, particularly in domestic situations, as approximately
one quarter of all lawnmower injuries are sustained by children with 82 per cent of
these injuries happening as they played near a mower.*

One of the advantages when the BBC is activated is that the operator can use

the self-propelled gearbox to safely and easily manoeuvre the mower over paths,
garden edging and the like. This feature negates any chance of the blades hitting
concrete or other unwanted surfaces or items whilst using the self-propelled feature.

Loading the mower onto a vehicle for transportation is also safer and easier with the
BBC system as the operator can use the mower’s self-propelled feature to wheel

it onto a trailer using a trailer ramp. Since the blades will not be turning, there is no
chance of them fouling against the ramp or trailer.

Starting the mower is a lot easier too, as the blades are disengaged from the engine
on start up, therefore reducing the load on the starter cord. Similarly, when the
operator is removing the grass catcher, debris and stones are not discharged at the
operator.

All Honda lawnmowers meet Australian standards. The new model HRU216M1
exceeds customer safety requirements and raises the bar for safety and
convenience in Australian-made mowers.

*Statistics from Victorian Injury Surveillance Systems G
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To ensure safe operation

Read and understand the Owner’s Manual before operating the mower.
Failure to do so could result in personal injury or equipment damage.

Read instructions carefully, become familiar with controls and proper use
of equipment.

Never allow children or people unfamiliar with these instructions to use the
lawn mower.

Never mow while people, especially children, or pets are nearby.

Keep in mind that the operator is responsible for accidents or hazards that
occur to people or their property.

While mowing, always wear substantial footwear and long trousers.
Do not operate the equipment when barefoot or wearing open sandals.

Thoroughly inspect the area where the equipment is to be used and remove
all objects which may be thrown by the machine.

Petrol is highly flammable:
— Store fuel in containers specifically designed for this purpose
— Refuel outdoors only and do not smoke while refueling

— Add fuel before starting the engine. Never remove the cap of the fuel tank
or add petrol while the engine is running or when the engine is hot.

If petrol is spilled, do not attempt to start the engine but move the machine away
from the area of spillage and avoid creating any source of ignition until the petrol
vapours have dissipated.

Before using, always visually inspect to see that the blade, blade bolt(s) and
mower housing are not worn or damaged. Replace worn or damaged blade and
bolt(s) in sets to preserve balance.

Do not operate the engine in a confined space where dangerous carbon
monoxide fumes can collect.

Mow only in daylight or good artificial light.
Avoid operating the equipment in wet grass, where feasible.
Mowing in slopes:

Always be sure of your footing on slopes.

Mow across slopes, never up and down.

Walk, never run.

Exercise extreme caution when changing direction on slopes.
Do not mow excessively steep slopes (20 degrees).
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« Use extreme caution when reversing or pulling the lawn mower toward you.

+ Stop the blades if the lawn mower has to be tilted for transporting, when crossing
surfaces other than grass and when transporting the lawn mower to and from the
area to be mowed.

* Never operate the lawn mower with defective guards or shields, or without guards
devices (for example, discharge guard).

« Do not attempt to make cutting height adjustments while the engine is running.
« Do not change the engine governor setting or over-speed the engine.
» Disengage drive clutch before starting the engine.

+ Start the engine carefully according to the instructions and with feet well away
from the blades.

» Do not tilt the lawn mower when starting the engine.
» Do not start the engine when standing in front of the discharge opening.

« Do not put hands or feet near or under rotating parts. Keep clear of the discharge
opening at all times.

* Never pick up or carry a lawn mower while the engine is running.

+ Stop the engine and disconnect the spark plug cap:

Before clearing a blockage or unclogging the lawn mower.

Before checking, cleaning or working on the lawn mower.

After striking a foreign object. Inspect the lawn mower for damage and
make repairs before restarting and operating the lawn mower.

If lawn mower starts to vibrate abnormally, check immediately.
» Stop the engine:

— Whenever you leave the lawn mower.

— Before refuelling the lawn mower.

» Reduce the throttle setting during engine shut down and turn the fuel valve
off at the conclusion of mowing.

« Keep all nuts, bolts and screws tight to be sure the equipment is in
safe working condition.

* Never store the equipment with petrol in the tank inside a building where
fumes may reach an open flame or spark.

» Allow the engine to cool before storing in any enclosure.

» To reduce the fire hazard, keep the engine, muffler, battery compartment
(if applicable) and petrol storage area free of grass, leaves or excessive grease.

* Replace worn or damaged parts for safety.
 |f the fuel tank has to be drained, this should be done outdoors.
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Protective clothing
Wear adequate clothes with long sleeves and long pants.

The clothes must fit your body and button up or zip up the clothes securely.
Do not leave the sleeves and bottom of the shirt/jacket loose.

Wear the arm covers, too.

Do not wear the clothes with the tapes, laces and/or ribbons, loose clothes,
necktie, necklace, etc. during operation. They can be caught causing injury. Bind
your hair if it is long, and do not let your hair below your shoulder.

Protective devices

Goggles
Wear the goggles or other eye protection to protect your eyes from the
debris that is thrown by the operating cutter blade.

Helmet
Wear the helmet to protect your head from the overhead branches and the
falling foreign material.

Face shield
Wear face shield to protect your face from the debris thrown by the operating
cutter blade.

Ear muffs/ear plugs
Wear the ear muff, ear plugs or other hearing protection to protect your
ears from the noise.

Gloves
Wear the gloves to protect your hands.

Safety boots
Wear the safety boots with the non-slip sole and toe protector to protect your
feet from the flying debris.

Do not operate the equipment when barefoot or wearing open sandals.
Wear the leg protectors as well.

Dust mask

We recommend that you wear the dust mask if you suffer from the allergic rhinitis,
e.g. pollinosis, etc. The dust mask is available at a pharmacy and it is helpful for
reducing the amount of pollens you breathe.
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